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PSYCHOPSIDJE.
Wings very broad with rounded apices. Subcosta, radius,
and radial sector run together closely parallel, forming the
vena triplica, which is quite characteristic. Antennae short.
The Psychopsidce are mainly Australian and African in
distribution. In appearance (Plate III, Fig. 10) they are so
distinct that it would be difficult to confuse them with any
other insects. The wings are very broad and have a soft,
hairy appearance. When at rest they are roofed over the body.
Antennae are short and quite inconspicuous. The head is of
medium or small size, with lateral compound eyes and no
ocelli. The mandibles are small; maxillae with five-jointed
palpi; labial palpi three-jointed. The legs are short; tarsus
five-jointed with a broad empodium between the claws. The
wings are very broad and rounded. Costal area wide, with,
no differentiated pterostigma. The subcosta, radius, and
radial sector run closely together as the ven a triplica and form
the anastomosis a short distance from apex of wing. A series
of cross veinlets runs in the costal area and outside the outer
gradate series, thus cutting off a margin round the wing. This
and the vena triplica are particularly noteworthy in the
Psychopsid wing. The abdomen is short and fairly stout.
The larva has a large, strongly chitinized, chestnut-brown
head, with a pair of untoothed, curved, caliper-like sucking
jaws. Between the jaws is a triangular, projecting labrum.
The long antennae are ten-jointed, and labial palpi five-jointed
in the third-instar larva. The rest of the body is soft and
greyish-brown in colour. It is slightly flattened, fairly long,
and tapers posteriorly. The legs are short, fitted for backward
movement and possess, between the two tarsal claws, a
trumpet-shaped empodium, as also found in Chrysopid larvse.
The life-history of Psychopsis elegans Guer. is as follows:
Eggs are laid, attached by their sides, on the bark of Myrtaceous
trees, especially on Eucalyptus. They are oval, with a micro-
pylar projection and are about 1 mm. in length. Their colour
is cream, tinged with green. Oviposition takes place in
January and February in Australia. After about twelve days
the young larva hatches and at once conceals itself in a crevice